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meetings & miscellany

give/receive

Wednesdays in Oct

thur oct 22

THUR OCT 15

Yoga

26th Annual Take Back the Night

Mobile Food Pantry

Ron Green teaches this weekly class for all

This march and rally to end sexual

Gratis groceries for folks in need, from River Bend Food Bank in partnership with the Center

levels. 5–6 p.m., $5/class

assault and gender-based interpersonal

for Youth and Family Solutions. Registration between 10:30–11 a.m. Distribution starts

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship

violence begins on WIU’s campus with

at 11 a.m. Bring your own bags or containers. Colchester Community Center, Friendway

300 Wigwam Hollow Rd, Macomb

resource tables, the Proclamation Reading,

Park, 500 E Roberts, Colchester. Contact Carrie Depoy for questions, 309-833-1791

speakers, and performers. Participants
THurs & Sat in oct

will then join a candlelight march from

SUN oct 25

Macomb Farmers’ Market

campus to Chandler Park, where the rally

Soup n’ More

7 a.m.–1 p.m., Courthouse Square,

will conclude. Contact WIU Women’s

Free community dinner, open to everyone. Volunteers needed at 2 for setup.

Macomb

Center for more info: (309) 298-2242.

4–6 p.m., First Presbyterian Church, 400 E. Carroll St., Macomb

6:30–8:30 p.m., WIU campus &
thur oct 15

fri Oct 30

Chandler Park, Macomb Free

Macomb Beautiful Annual

Free Range Yoga Halloween Blood Drive

Awards Banquet

wed oct 28

The free rangers vant to dlink your blood! Not really. They just wanna save it for someone who

Community folks will receive

Altrusa Club of Macomb

might need it in the future. Your reward? A free class of your choice with Dawn, Anne, or

beautification awards, and Bob Anstine

Learn about this great service group

Kindra—IF you register in advance and show up in costume! 1-4 p.m., Free Range Yoga,

will be awarded the Special Award

at their monthly meeting. Check their

Macomb

of Merit for contributions to the

Facebook page for meeting time: https://

beautification of Macomb. 6:30 p.m.,

www.facebook.com/MacombAltrusa

Sat Nov 7

Wesley United Methodist Church,

Georgetown Country Club, Macomb

International Trivia Night & Silent Auction

Macomb

Free

Save the date for this trivia night and silent auction hosted by the International Honor

Email Dawn Piper to register: dawn@freerangeyoga.us

Society Phi Beta Delta. Proceeds go toward international education scholarships.

Adv tickets only, available at the Western
Illinois Museum or from Penny Yunker

Sat oct 31

To register or for info, contact Patti Jones (pj-jones@wiu.edu) or Dana Vizdal (dm-visdal@

(309-837-9119)

Macomb Worthogs Homebrew Club

wiu.edu). Register by October 23, $10/person. 7 p.m., Wesley Village Community Center,

Beer nerds gather to discuss and enjoy

1200 E. Grant St., Macomb

MON oct 19

their favorite beverage. 3 p.m., The Wine

McDonough County

Sellers

sat nov 7

Genealogical Society

121 S. Randolph St., Macomb

Bowl For Kids’ Sake 2015

William “Bill” Wilson will discuss Old

Bowling fundraiser supports the Warren and McDonough Counties Big Brothers Big Sisters

Forts and Block Houses of Early Illinois.

sat nov 14

program. More information and tickets are available at www.bbbsmv.org

7 p.m., Western Illinois Museum,

Altrusa Holiday Bazaar

9 a.m.–2 p.m., Digger’s College City Bowl, 123 E. Adams St., Macomb

Macomb FREE

Begin your holiday shopping at this
wonderful bazaar. Local vendors will be

sat nov 7

Mon oct 19

offering their craft items, pet accessories,

“Pets 4 Vets” Meet and Greet

Macomb Camera Club

jewelery, kitchen supplies, and more!.

People 4 Paws, a relatively new animal-welfare organization based in Macomb, hopes to

Calling photographers of all experience

Admission is free, so don’t hesitate!

match a few military veterans and/or current servicemembers with their canine soulmates.

levels to learn about photo-improvement

9 a.m.–3 p.m., Macomb High School,

The organization has arranged very low-cost adoption for veterans and servicemembers; they

features of Adobe Lightroom, Raw,

1525 S. Johnson St., Macomb Free

will also facilitate obedience training &/or specialized service training for the lucky dogs.

and Bridge. Meeting will also include

Adoptable dogs and experienced trainer will both be in attendance.

discussion of a charity event to help

11 a.m.–2 p.m., Lowderman Auction Company on Hwy 136 two miles west of Macomb

low-income families obtain quality

More info: www.people4pawsil.org Free

family portraits. 7 p.m., National Guard
Armory, 135 W. Grant St., Macomb
Free

TUES oct 20

Macomb High School

Meet local moms, get free breastfeeding
information and support. Kids always
welcome. 6–7 p.m., Early Beginnings
Childcare, 339 S. Johnson St., Macomb
Free

wed oct 21
Macomb Beautiful monthly meeting
Speaker Carey Corrie of Boehm Garden
Center in Rushville will present on “Trees,
Trees, Trees...” beginning at noon.
11:30 a.m., Old Dairy, Macomb Free

high school happenings

La Leche League of Macomb

causes
The Brix-Lindahl Challenge: best thing to happen
to local shelter animals since the Brix Challenge!

by your editor
The amazing human being at left is
Chris Brix, and the dog is Pee Wee
Brix. Around this time last year, Mr.
Brix issued a month-long donationmatching challenge that raised
$11,000 for the Humane Society of
McDonough County, which enabled
the HSMC to dial up its lifesaving
work. This year Brix has been joined
by Tate and Sharon Lindahl—shown
here with kitty Matilda—and this
whole trio of humane humans will match up to $1,000 each
in donations given to HSMC by October 31.
The Humane Society, by the way, works with the McDonough
County Animal Shelter but is an entirely separate, all-volunteer
organization. You might say that the Humane Society works
to make the shelter more humane and to get its inmates fixed,
vaccinated, and released into cozier surroundings in the greatest
possible numbers.
If you’ve ever wanted to help local shelter pets, do it now! Do
it next month, too, but do it now, because your money will
go twice as far. Donations of any amount are appreciated, and
all funds will be used
to help McDonough
County animals through
important HSMC
initiatives. According to an
HSMC press release, these
initiatives include spay/
neuter programs, rescue/
foster/adoption programs,
and medical needs (i.e.,
shelter cat vaccines, emergency medical fund, and foster pet
care).

wed oct 14
MHS Fall Choir Concert
7 p.m., Fellheimer Auditorium
Macomb High School FREE
mon oct 19
Annual Chili Supper
Eat some delicious chili with a hot dog, veggies, dessert, and a drink while listening to the Macomb

To help: Donate via PayPal on the Humane Society website at
www.hsmcil.org, or mail your donation to this address:
Brix-Lindahl Challenge
Humane Society of McDonough County
PO Box 7, Macomb, IL 61455

bands perform short programs. All proceeds will go to support the 6-8th grade band program at
Macomb.
5–6:45 p.m., Macomb High School Commons
$8/adults, $5/children 6th grade & under
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rock & ruralroll

Monmouth gets the blues

And then our headliner is Moreland and Arbuckle. The guitarist plays an advanced diddly
bow that he made, but he gets the really kind of like rockin’ sort of rhythm going, and then the
harmonica player plays almost kind of a percussive harmonica, with really low bass notes. It’s
kind of like this roots funk.

interview by King Neptune
On Saturday, October 24th, the Rivoli Theater in Monmouth will be hosting the Deep
Blue Innovators Blues Festival. I sat down with festival founder and all around groovy
guy/bon vivant Paul Schuytema, who vigorously explained what to expect. In this
interview, we’ll learn
about diddly bows,
King Neptune: Tell me about the Deep Blue Innovators Blues
musical concoctions,
Festival.
deep blue innovators,
and the joys of
Paul: Well, this is our 9th year [for this] blues festival in Monmouth. We have it every fall, and the
idea was to try and not be like a generalist blues festival. I mean, my love of the blues is super olddrinking beer and
school: you know, like the kind of blues you play—Piedmont blues, Lightnin’ Hopkins, pre-World War
smoking ribs. We’ll
II stuff. But I also like innovative stuff, hence the Deep Blue Innovators name. Basically, folks that
also be kicking a
have kind of like a foot in the past, and a foot on the cutting edge of the blues.
rhinoceros with a
telecaster guitar.
This is our ninth event, and the thing that I have the most fun doing is trying to kind of imagine the
musical concoction of the acts that come together. I hope it’s an impressive lineup for people, and that
they hear something they’ve never heard before.

Paul: We always have it at the Rivoli Theater on South Main street here in Monmouth,
and it’s a really cool place because it’s an old vaudeville theater. It’s not super fancy, like the
Orpheum in Galesburg, but it was kind of like a working class vaudeville theater. It’s got a really
nice balcony, it’s got a really nice stage, but it’s kind of rough around the edges, so that makes it
a little bit better for the blues.

16

music starts at 2 p.m.
on Saturday, Oct. 24

WHERE

$20 advance/$25 door

also on Oct 24
a free pre-fest
harmonica workshop
with Joel Fleming,
10:30 a.m.–12 p.m. at
Buchanan Center for
the Arts in Monmouth.

Paul: We have this young guy, Micah Kesselring, who’s coming in from Ohio. He’s kind of a
long-haired, barefoot new face of the blues. He’s like 22 years old, but he plays resonator deepthroated blues, and I just love that: the young people looking all the way back to [musicians] like
Son House.

the Macopolitan

WHEN

Tickets 

King Neptune: How do this year’s performers exemplify the idea of the “deep blue innovator”?

Then we got a band I absolutely love, Davina and the Vagabonds. There’s that whole ‘everything old is
new again.’ They’re kind of the hip lounge act of the late 20s and early 30s, with the standup acoustic
slap bass, horn section, keyboard player, and nasal-singing female vocalist just doing these raunchy
kind of barroom, peanuts-on-the-floor kind of blues.

Deep Blue
Innovators Blues
Festival

Rivoli Theater
219 S. Main St. in
Monmouth

King Neptune: Where will the festival be held?

Then we’ve got this really interesting guy that I saw maybe 10 years ago. He comes from
Florida—he looks like he comes from the swamps. Ben Prestage. He’s a multi-instrumentalist,
and he basically makes all of his own instruments. He does sort of modified diddly bows, which
are the really primitive old blues instruments where they would take, y’know, a cigar box and a
broomstick and a broom wire and make these instruments. But he’ll do, like, a multi-stringed
one, where some of the strings actually go through one set of pickups and go into a guitar amp,
and the other strings go into a bass amp, and he’ll, like, capo them with a sharpie marker. It does this
really, like, low, swampy boogie kind of blues, but these instruments make sounds you didn’t think
[they] could make. Like kicking a rhinoceros with a telecaster, something like that.

If you take it all together, it’s almost kind of like this one is accidently sort of a hipster blues
festival. It wasn’t necessarily the thought that I was kind of going for, this roots throwback
sound. I think it’s going to be cool; I’m looking forward to it.

2015 Innovators, this page
from top left:
Charlie Detroit, Ben
Prestage, Davina of Davina
and the Vagabonds
(Davina photo by Grinkle
Girl Photography, other
photos courtesy the artists)

King Neptune: Sounds like you’ve put a lot of thought into the acts you’re hosting at the festival.
Is that one of the things that makes the Deep Blue Innovators event different from any other blues
festival in the area?
Paul: I’m trying to create kind of a sonic tapestry, and bring something that someone hasn’t heard
before. And the cool thing is...the people who come to the blues fest, that’s kind of what they expect.
In fact, they sort of trust the blues fest to give them a great day of music. Most of the people who
come show up at 2 o’clock and stay til the end. They’re full of ribs, full of beer, full of good music by
the end of the day...I mean they’re into it; they hunker down and they’re into it. And they get to meet
the musicians, and there’s [only] one stage, so everyone’s got to sound check in front of one another.
There’s no hiding behind the curtain or anything like that. It’s just that sense of intimacy that people are
looking forward to.
King Neptune: Any workshops going on?
Paul: This year we’re bringing in Joel Fleming, who is an absolutely accomplished harmonica player.
He was in the Air Force Tops in Blue*, he won the Hohner Harmonica second best harmonica player in
the United States, and he’s going to be doing a workshop from 10:30 until noon the day of the festival,
at the Buchanan Center for the Arts. It’s free of charge and the first 20 people will get a free Hohner
harmonica—just to get you started and see how he gets some of his different sounds. I think it’ll be a
lot of fun. Maybe we’ll get a lot of people drinking beer, and playing harmonica at the end of the blues
show.
King Neptune: Is there going to be food at the festival?
Paul: Food and drink! The Rivoli Theater is connected to the Bijou Pub and Grill. The Bijou’s got
like 15 types of beer on draught, maybe 35 types of craft beers. They have a full menu
that’s going all day long, so Reubens and Philly cheesesteaks. But the cool thing is—and
we’ve had this every year at the blues festival—Eddie B, a local pork pit master, brings
his smoker out front, right in front of the Rivoli Theater, and all day long he just smokes
slabs of ribs. And it’s the most heavenly thing to have an ice cold beer, listening to the
blues and just blinded by rib smoke; it’s just the most wonderful thing. He has never
ever not sold out of every bone of rib that he’s smoked. It’s just a great thing, and that’s
I think why people stay, too; you can get a nice Guinness, and you can get a slab of rib
dinner while you’re watching the blues. You know it’s not quite Beale Street, but it’s
about as close as we can get in the cornfields.
2015 Innovators, this page from
top:
Micah Kesselring (courtesy the
artist), Moreland and Arbuckle
(photo by Gavin Peters)

King Neptune is the stage name of a solo blues musician based in
Macomb.
*Tops in Blue is a touring performance ensemble made up of United States Air
Force active duty members.
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